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This study examines individual differences in language production, or output during task-based interaction in the second language classroom. An increasing number of studies have investigated the effect of task design and implementation variables on learner output, in order to provide a basis for sound pedagogical decisions about task implementation (Foster & Skehan,1996; Mehnert,1998; Robinson, 2001; Skehan & Foster,1999; Yuan & Ellis,2003). Findings from these studies indicate that external variable such as planning time or task complexity can affect learners' allocation of attention, and thus influence what aspect of language production is prioritized. Individuals may vary, however, in attentional allocation, and in their relative focus on accuracy, fluency, or complexity. In other words, individual learners may benefit in different ways from the same task. Yet few studies have examined the individual variation in language produced, or the effects of individual cognitive factors on the nature of language produced during task-based interactions. 

This study focuses on foreign language aptitude, as a complex of abilities (Robinson, 2002; Skehan, 2002) that may influence the nature of language produced during task-based interaction. The study examines the relationship between learners' foreign language aptitude profiles and individual differences in dimensions of language production. A small-scale case study was conducted in an academic speaking class within an intensive English for Academic Purposes program in a university in Japan, in order to examine learner production in task-based interaction as it occurs in an authentic context. Data was collected over the course of one 10-week term. A total of 15 learners participated in an aptitude test battery with components for language analytic ability, phonological short-term memory, and working memory in both Japanese (L1) and English (L2). Learner output on interactive tasks was analyzed using a variety of measures for accuracy, fluency, complexity, and use of formulaic language. Preliminary findings indicate consistency in individual tendencies to prioritize different aspects of language use, and a complex relationship between individual learners’ cognitive capacities and the nature of their language production. Implications for second language acquisition will be discussed.
