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-On the length of the final syllable-
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We investigated in this study the duration of 1) the final syllable and of 2) its vowel in short sentences in French read by native speakers of Japanese learning French. Duration at the sentence final position is considered to be one of the major difficulties in the acquisition of the French rhythm by Japanese learners. In French phrase-final syllables are regarded as carrying an accent, marked by its lengthening (allongement final), while no lengthening is normally observed in sentences-final positions in Japanese. In order to examine the way in which Japanese-speaking learners produce the end of French sentences, we conducted three procedures. First, we recorded 40 short declarative sentences read by 11 native speakers of Japanese learning French. The learners are all beginners, most of them having started French two months prior to the recording. We segmented 11 of the sentences with the aid of sound wave and spectrogram, and then measured the length of the final syllable and that of its vowel in relation to the sentence duration. We compared the data with that of a French speaker. Second, we recorded 16 short declarative sentences in Japanese read by the same subjects. Six of them were analyzed in the same way as the French sentences. Finally, we carried out a perception test with 4 native speakers of French, using stimuli synthesized by lengthening the vowel of the final syllable of some of the French sentences recorded read by the learners. We presented the results of these experiments, and some clues to the interpretation of the data.

