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Assessment of Vocabulary Knowledge: Size and Depth 
<Distinction between “size” and “depth”>

 Read (1988, 2000)

Size: How many…?


Multiple-choice tests

Supplying an L1 equivalent



Matching of words with definitions (Vocabulary Levels Test, Nation, 1990)

Check list format (Meara and Buxton, 1987)

Depth: How well…?


Interviews



Dolch and Leeds (1953)


Vocabulary Knowledge Scale (Wesche and Paribakht, 1996)



Word associates format (Read, 1993)

<Problems in this distinction>
1) Asymmetrical relationship between “size” and “depth”

Size









Depth

- Whole vocabulary





- Each word

- “How many…?”






- “How deep …?” ???

2) A problem involved in discussing “size”

Estimate of vocabulary size depends on the task used for the assessment.



                                                   (Waring, 1999)

<A tentative conceptualization of “size” and “depth”>

 Depth 1








<-- measured by a sensitive test

  Depth 2








<-- measured by an insensitive test

<A pilot study>

Development of an insensitive version of the Vocabulary Levels Test

   
Vocabulary Levels Test 

Insensitive version of VLT
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