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By definition, distance education is provided through a medium which cannot give immediate feedbacks to students for their output. Although it may be possible to teach receptive skills (listening and reading) even under this limitation, it is a challenge to develop the students' production skills (especially speaking skills) under such conditions. On the other hand, cognitive and affective contents can be incorporated into the teaching material regardless of whether the teacher is in a position to be able to receive students’ output or give feedbacks to them.  

In the foreign language education field, it is taken for granted that learning a foreign language will contribute to the students’ understanding of the culture in which the target language is spoken.   However, in the field of intercultural communication, communication competence is regarded as an issue not particularly related to learning a foreign language.  Hence, it can be argued that communication competence itself can be taught without being framed in the context of foreign language education. Yet, by combining foreign language education and communication competence education, the students can learn the principles of effective intercultural communication as well as the actual tools for communicating effectively in a culture where they would be required to use a foreign language.  Therefore, it was suggested that supplementing foreign language education with communicative competence education would be the most effective strategy for future foreign language education, especially when the foreign language education is conducted in a mediated setting.
